
' MmmWtomwm
n? JLL.IV CHNDI,ER MAZ.

nnounccment made last week in New York of the pooling of the op-

posing theatrical interests of Klaw and Krlangcr and the Shuberts did not
come altogether as a surprise to those who keep in close touch with the the-

ater, ror the wind has hlown in this direction for some weeks past. For more
than a vear there has been a working agreement between the former foes

bich covered the cities of Boston and Chicago, but extended no further.
o the two producing concerns hae become one, so far as the control of

tbr theaters and attractions throughout the United States is concerned, with
tb exception of New York itself. In the metropolis the Shuberts will con-

tinue, as formerly, the control of their own theaters, tenanting them with
their own attractions, because the large number of independent theater
cun-r- s in Xcw York makes the consolidation of dramatic interests there a
1'iact'cal impossibility hut the playhouses throughout the country which have
l.cen heretofore "booked" by either Klad & Erlanger productions, or from
the Shiibrrt offices, will be controlled hereafter from the one office of consol-
idated interests in N'cw York. Whether this office will be that occupied at
Tsent bv the Klaw and Erlanger forces, or a new office to be established

I a-- not vet been announced, and this is a minor point. The main issue is, of
i urse, the termination of the rivalry between the two powers which has

tant cut-thro- business in the past.
Tor several years efforts have been put forth, at various times, to effect

.. more amicable arrangement between the leading .theatrical interests of
America than has existed. Financially prominent men in the theatrical world

1 ac been keenly interested in the present consolidation, and a decided step
v as taken in this direction when the Shuberts and Klaw and Erlanger agreed
not to hght each other in Boston and Chicago where the competition between
the two factors had proven ruinous to each.

The current season has made the extension of this agreement inevitable.
Business in theaters outside of New York has been so unprofitable this win

ter that everyone connected with the production of plays has realized for
several months that something would have to be done, particularly after the

tragic distress of the Liebler Company, which went into bankruptcy
because the public refused to sufficiently patronize George Tyler's artistic
and pretentious offerings.

Following close on the heels of ths i ',

Liebler catastrophe came the announce
rnrrt some ten days ago, that Harrison

re Flske. one of tbo aoiest, most gen- -

e one, and ambitious ot producing man--
agers, had been forced to the wall. Mr.

f tske who has been the builder and ex- -

r .iter of a half score of the most de- -

s rving plavs elaboratel), ornately and
-- umptuniisli staged found himself with
a cumulated debts of almost JtMO. and

lih ."weral such unprofitable ventures
pon hi" hands that he was compelled

t close out his belongings and ask the
a' of the courts in the adjustment of
n affair

The final scene of Mr. Flske's distress
ame some ten dajs ago in Now York

e- -i the Plavhouse doors were closed,
i I Mile Lydia Ioupakova. and the

ir pam surrounding her in the presen- -
t i .n of Just Herself." at this theater.

themselves suddenly divested of
liniment Critics praised the artltrv

r Mr I iskr s production, and lauded his
i r Mar but the public would have
m of either, and so it was that Mr.
f i k lik- - George C. Tyler and others
ci high and artistic purpose was forced
t. pa tlie twnalt.v. adding further reason
t the m"t wise decision reached last

e k bv the Shuberts and Klaw a.id
s tang- - r

, . 1'iibh' was violentlj resentfi.1
t n some weeks ago. William A Brady
- ted that the return of financial
rnMirrln to the theater could onlj b

a i ved through giving theatergoers
K or prurient, unclean trash,

n. lannc that patrons of the theater do
vant-a- nd will not patronize with

H imt libcralitv tho'c elaborate and
, t ,u. t rodn. tions that should make the
hemer an institution worth our serious

rr t s'd. rition
rwrnrtVrs i.f piibb tale m-- r furious

Tir sa ! th.it Kmdy's statement a
no - Tlifv rani'd aitd thev iaveil

t i l.it Jum tlir same llie ncm
i . ii doing fn thine within their

t. prmc his assertion true, for
i . now "l.if a crook pla under Mr

t a i nun admission, is lelng splen- -

v - ipponed in Xen York, and the
s .nc: ..f Songs " charged with blng the

vi nifle. ent thing that has held the
i u m th- - lnMorv of the theater,
nv. lo 'rcak all New York records
t!i matter of ho ottice receipts and

r nnf runs, while the producers of
j. si i.ndid spetta. les as "Kismet

T Cfiuden of Allah. 'Joseph and His
i .ttv.n and. mort recentls. "The
Os t Paradl-'e- . hae Rone into

kruptcy.
iild tl ere be a more expressive com-- -

iar on the taste of the American
in tbi sele tion of their aniuse- -

ii T think not.
I. r. turn to the subject of the

sh ibtit iv aw and Eilanger combine
f rm win h I have somrnvhat diRrcssed)

ys .1 its elTcit upon the theatrical situa-- t
n ol meiica
ln of the first step which will be

ik n almost linmedtatel by the con-lidat-

tlrms will be tin- - alKillshment of
in of the llrst-rlas- s theaters thrnugh- -

i i be icuiitry as show houses for "legi-
timate attractions Many cities which

av had a Klau and .Erlanger house, as
w ' as a theater tenanted bj the Shu- -

t shows, will lie reduced to a flnRle
belter foi their now combined intere-

st-, anil rivalrj will, of course, cease to
st between these hitherto warring fac- -

ons That this polio will extend to
"n ashington is Inevitable. although
tha far the theater to be affected here
has not been announced, nor have we
am thing more certain than speculation
upon whUh to go In determining Its fu-- t

.re fate It is a. prett) safe guess,
however to conclude that the playhouse
h-- re which closes Its doors to productions
wdl be tenanted by either a permanent

v sioi k company or else be given over to
lilm productions.

Just how toon the history-makin- g

changes which have recently occurred' In
tin; theatrical world will effect a change
of polio In any ono or the leading local
'theaters It Is Impossible to say. And
ohlle we wait to we we have the prom-(S- r

of some productions, both new and,
eld which give hone of something more
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CALENDAR OF THE WEEK,

"National -- Potash and Ferlmut-ter.- "

Relasco "Today."
Colnmbla Film Production

"I'nele Sam at Work."
Poll's "The Argyle Case."
Keith's Vaudeville.
Jayetj-- Billy Watson.

Cosmo Yandex llle.
Casino Vaudeville.
Tnjestlc MAastrnllan Ilean-lle- ."

Interesting than the puerile "Girl of
Girls" and the inconsequential "Prod-
igal Husband' which represented the
main amusement features of the week
just past.

This week we are to see. at the New
National Theater, the irresistible weekly
serial of Montague Glass. "Potash and
Perlmutter. ' which appared In the Sat-
urday Evening Post, with the ccrtalntv
of as clean, wholesome, and humorous a
stage contribution as we enjoyed In mag-
azine form, for the wit and droller,
mischievous humor, and tangled love In-

terest of the Hebrew firm has been kept
intact and will be brought to us this
week along the route of one of the most
successful runs both in and outside of
New, York which has been enjoyed by a
theatrical entertainment for man) a
'ar. Neither A. H. Woods, the pro-

ducer, nor Mr Glass, all the piece a
rlav. but Rive it this unique blllinR on
the program:

"'Potash and Ptrlmnttcr an up-t-

dnt garment in three pieces, made by
our speial designer from material in the
vtnues bv Montague Gla-- s. trimmed with
a thousand laughs, and guaranteed to
tit all Mzea and ages."

Nor does it make anj difference wheth-
er the "garment was cut ond fitted b
Mr. Glass himself, or hi Charles Klein
who suggested the dramatization of the
stories to Mr Woods. r If George V.
Hobart. or allone lsc helped tailor the
"gurment ' into shape.
It is the garment ' itself that matters,

for into tins is nm en the depth of char-
acter or the delightful!) droll "Abe and
Mawruss the little secrets of their
race: the quiet rebukes of big and kindlv
souls in simple Iwlng. fidelity to friend-
ships: quaint purposes, and little human
kindnesses that bring the tears on the
heels of galea of laughter, all of which
are made to lu- - In a comnanv of
Iila j crs suited to the portrajal
of distinctive character t.vpes.

It will interest those who delight In the
iiuainl character to be presented for the
tirst time in Washington at the National
this week to know that Mr. Glass, in col-
laboration with Chat leu K)cin, Is soon
to furnish A II. Woods with a drama-
tization of another "Potash and Perl-mutt- er

' story.

More serious is the purpose of "Today,
the melodrama bj George IJroadhurst
and Abraham Schromcr. which the Man-
uscript Iroducing Companv otters at the
Ilelasco Theater this week, presenting, as
It does, the curse of the silken lure to
the life of a vain, and shallow "woman.

Today" was one of the surprises of
the last year's dramatic season of New
York. When It was first produced at the
Forty-eight- h Street Theater, October fi,
1915. critics so condemned the play-
wright's frank presentation of the sinful
woman In her barren depravity that pre-
diction was made that the play would go
speedily to the storehouse.

Dut again was William A. Brady's
judgment of public taste proven correct,
and again did Mr. Broadhurst's experi-
ence offer a valuable guide to the line
of conduct wise to pursue in the matter
of presenting an ugly truth as the basis
of a theatrical entertainment. When
"The Man of the Hour" was produced H
received critical condemnation, where-
upon Mr Hrady and Mr. Broadhurst
pursued, a course of extensive advertis
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I Perlmuttcr" In New York will attesting and realized a fortune from the
piece, a svstem which proved equally

with "Today," the receipts of
which went steadily up night b night
until it did capacity business, and
turn. .1 out to lie one of the biggest moil
c -- makers of last 'casin-hisl- orv which
was repeated this fall during a long run
in 'hi ago

Mr Droadhurst has nevei shirked the
truth as he believed it to be. and the
continued success of this drama of con-
temporaneous New York life since it
left the metropolis Is doubtless due to
the terrible verlt with which the dra
matlsts have handled their theme, tak-
ing us back fifty years to the methods
of Kinil Angler, who did not hang a
glamourous robe of sentimentality about
the frail shoulders of the erring woman,
but sent her to her inevitable doom un- -
vvpt and tinpiticd.

THE CURRENT WEEK.

attonl "Potash nml Perlniutf er.'
Abe Potash and Wawruss Perlmutter

scarcelv need an introduction to the
theater-goer- s of this eltj, Montague
Glass' stories in the Saturday Evening
Post in which these simple, laughable,
lovable partners were first brought to
the attention of the public won Imme-
diate recognition from Jen- - and Gentile
alike because of their sincerity and their
quaint humor. They were ".heart-Interes- t"

stories in the truest sense of the
word and it was In conserving this
heart Interest In the dramatization of
the stories that A. II. Woods showed
managerial genius, for that Is the secret
of the remarkable stage success of
"Potash and Perlmutter," which comes
to the National Theater this week from
the George M. Cohan Theater, New
York. On the play bill the dramatization
Is described by Mr. Woods as "an

garment In three pieces, made by
our special designer from, material In
the, famous Saturday Evening Post
stories by Montague Glass, a description
so cannlly worded that you may take
your choice as to whether Mr. Glass
wrote the play as well as the stories
or not. As a matter ot fact that's a
little secret between Mr. Glass and Mr.
Woods, but there Is no ambiguity about
the continuance of the description when
the manager adds that this "dramatic
garment" Is trimmed with a thousand
laughs and warranted to fit all sizes
and ages." the million men and women
whn saw and enjoied "Potash, and
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Itut while the three acts are filled with
laughter the plot itself is serious enough:
coniedv alternates with pathos and many
a laugh nun's Jut in time to rhan
away a tear Pinochle and politics, love
and law contribute t the rapid sue -
cession of incidents in which Cupid nnd
cloak-cutte- take leading parts.

The leading roles will te Interpreted
by Julius Tannen. Julian Rose, Leo Don- -

nellv. Caroline I.IIJa and Julia Brun.

Ilrlnsco "Today."
The Manuscript Producing Company

offer "Today," the drama of con-
temporary New York life by George
Rroadhurst and Abraham Schomer, at
the Uelasco Theater this week.

That the love of luxury and personal
adornment form the basis of one of the
greatest problems American life Is con-
fronted with, that Idleness among women
has reached the pernicious stage: that
the craze for vulgar display and out-
doing one's neighbors has developed Into
a national disease; that the accumula-
tion of great wealth has Its disadvan-
tages: that the cultivation of the intel-
lect Is more than the
mania for acquiring thing.";"" all arc force-
fully brought out In "Today."

The Broadhurst-Scrtgme- r play has to
do with the fortunes and misfortunes
of a young married couple after the hus-
band has suddenly been stripped of his
possessions by business reverses. Tho
wife's failure or Inability to adapt her-
self to their reduced circumstances re-

sults in the developing of a story that
Is best described as an Intensely human
document, and one which commanded the
attention and aroused the Interest of
many thousand theater-gore- s during its
long run In New York.

For the Manuscript Producing Com-
pany, which sponsors "Today," Harry
Von Tllzer, managing director, has se-

cured a cast of unusual attainments.
Edmund Brees Is the featured player
and he Is supported by Ethel Valentine
In the leading feminine role.

In addition to Miss Valentine, Mr.
Breese's tsupport includes Margaret Rob-
inson. Louise Sydmeth. Grace Thome
Coulter and Bernard A. Relnold.

Columbia "Cncle Sam at Work."
Woodrow Wilson Is the general man

ager of a corporation which outranks the
Standard Oil In size as an elephant does
a pussy cat. It Is a strange'ldea. Isn't
It, to- - think of the Standard Oil as a
tame Uttle pussy vat? But that Is about
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the size of Mr. John V. when he meas
ures up to Uncle Sam.

We are stockholders In this corpora- -
lion, which we call, reverentlall), Co
lumbia, or jocularlv, t'nclc Sam, or llter-Il-v.

the i'nlted States of America. Wc
buy stink in customs duties and Internal
taxes. Our dividends are paid us In th- -

right of free speech, the freedom of re- -

ligious worship, the security of our
i property 361 das of witnianti i.a vino, poseuse sen
the additional privilege on the remaining

j day of making a racket that can be heard
on the planet of Mars: that Is, If the
Martians have ears

Henry W Savage conceived tho scheme
ot exhibiting this great corporation to
the stockholders Washington, of course.
Is the chief site of operations.

The pictures show what every ordinary
tourist can see. the buildings and the
mechanical operations within them. But
these pictures have the human element
the men behind the guns of office.

In the Bureau of Standards experi-
ments are shown so strange as to be
almost unbelievable. There Is the ma-

chine which Is so delicate that It meas-
ures the heat of a candle fifty-thre- e

miles away There is the gigantic power
tester which exerts a force of 2,300,K

pounds In one scene and then registers
the strength of a human hair.

It would take nearly a full-pag- e to
catalogue all the pictures In detail. Mal-co- m

Dunn, the lecturer. Is an American
gentleman perfectly mas-
ter of the situation, clear-c- ut In utter-
ance, with a diction and pronunciation
which show he learned tho English lan-
guage In a good school.

Poll's "The Ariryle Case."
- If you have thrills In your system
prepare to let them out at Poll's this
week when "The Argyle Case" Is to be
presented with all the detective parapher-
nalia which distinguished the production
of the drama originally at the Criterion
Theater. New York, where It ran for
an entire season.

Robert Hllliard, the star of the orig-

inal company, presented "The Argyle
Case" for two years with 'great success
on tour. The play Is by Harriet Ford
and Harvey J. O'HIgglns, authors of
"The Dummy." In this, their earlier
success the dramatists had the assist-
ance of William J. Burns, the famous
Los" Angeles dynamite detective. Mr.
Bum helped the playwrights on the
technical side, showing them how de-

tectives employed modem science in
tracing criminal.

The plot of "The Argyle Case" concerns
the efforts ot Ascho Kayton, detective
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to unearth the mystery surrounding the
murder of the wealthy Mr. Argyle. Kay-to- n

Is not disposed to assume charge of
the man-hu- until he learns that one
of the suspects Is the beautiful ward of
the aged victim. Katon has fallen In
love with this beautiful voung woman
at first sight and he Is determined that
she shall be cleared. In his search for
the guilty party the detective Is led to
a counterfeiters' den where he faces a
gang of desperate criminals single-hande- d

He is saved from assassination
through the successful use of the famous
dictograph.

Charles Maekay will be seen In the
stellar role of Kayton, and Miss Kemble

for the jear. me

will nlav the part of the beautiful vounz
ward, unjustly suspected of complicity
In the crime

C !.! V....lrlll.
The It F. Keith Theater bill this

' week will be led bv Minnie Dupree and
' companj. Eddie Leonard, the minstrel.

sation Miss Dupree. the former star
of "The Road to Yesterday" production,
will be seen for the first time here In her
new comedy. "Bread Upon tho Waters."
Comedian Leonard will bo assisted by
Mabel Russell In "Footllght Frolics,"
tilled with songs of Mr. I;onard's own
muse and with his softshoe dancing
added. La Mllo will reproduce master-
pieces of marble and canvas depleting
Venus, Diana. Phyrnne before the Tri-
bunal. Monna Vanna. Lady Godlva as
ungarbed for her midnight ride, the fa-
mous Rokeby Venus, and others of the
loveliest women of art and history Flo.
Irwin will have fine acting support In
her latest farcical medium, "The Lady
of the Press." by Edgar Allan Woolf.
Other features will lie Liplnsky's Forty
Dog Comedians: Prof. Ota Cyjrl. the vio-H-

ilrtuoso; Moore and Yates In "Who's
Who and Which'.' and Mario and Duffy.
Vaudeville concerts will be given today
as usual and tho bill will Include Joseph
E. Howard anil Mabel McCane, "Nep-
tune's Garden." Boganny's Funny Bak-
ers, and all tho other attractions of the
past week.

Gnyrty Hilly Watson'a Ola: Show.
At the Gaycty Theater this week "Billy

Watson's Big Show" will make Its first
appearance here, with Billy Watson as
the star. He is presenting those two
funny burlettas. "Krausemeyer In Japan"
and "Krausemeyer's Christening." Wat-
son is seen in his familiar characters of
"Krausemeyer" and "Philip," and In
both characters he displays his natural
laugh-pro'ducl- ability to great advan-
tage. His chief aid In the comedy tine
wilt he Johnnie Jess, considered one ot
the best Irish comedians In burlesque
today. Besides these two stars, the cast
contains the names of such prominent
people as Lillian Franklin. Ida Walling.
Margaret Newell Adelaide Walsh. Amy
Thompson, Ruby Marlon, Ed. Lalor. John
West. Charles McGlnnls and a chorus
of thirty girls. One of the many fea-

tures of "Blllj Watson's Big Show" will
1k tho French Quadrille Dancers, who
tome direct from the Follies Bergcrc
Friday night will be country store, at
which performance Manager Feck has

already made arrangements for the giv.
ing of turkeys, chickens and ducks ir.
addition to'tho usual quoto of gifts and
prizes.

Cosmo Vaudeville.
"Tlio Haberdashery Girls," headed by

Vivian Cook and Walter Herrick, a com-

pany of fourteen singers, dancers, show
girls and comedians from the realms of
the legitimate stage, will present the
most pretentious musical comedy ever
offered at the Cosmos Theater this week
as the headline attraction of the best
bill ever offered at that houso to heH
celebrate Its fifth anniversary. The sup
porting bill will Include If. Ellis Rec
and Margaret Nelson, with a talented
company. In the dramatic presentation
of the story of Napoleon's only son
"LAlglon." entitled "Tbo Eaglet " bi
George S. Rosener, Aleck Lauder, a
Scotch entertainer with song and com
edy; the Usher Trio of travesty come-
dians and burlesque entertainers. Harry
Wilson and Grace Lenoir, also from the
musical comedy ranks, and Blackan
White, cartoonist and shadowgraphlst

For the last half of the week, begin-
ning with the Thursday matinee, the
Five Musical Maclarens; Thomas Potter
Dunne, playwright and comedian, the
dramatic sketch. "When Women Rule, or
A. D. 1SE3." which yet furnishes food
for thought upon the modern trend of
women; Stevens and Stevens, and Nar-dln- e

Tltl's "Slavonic" overture. Ponchlelli s
"Dance of the Hours." Chamlnade's ilr

i de ballet "Pierrette." selections fron
Ktint-Saen- s' "Samson and Delilah." th.
Itaff "Cavatina" and Gottschalk's Idyll.
"Last Hope" will be somo of the selec-
tions to be rendered In tho orchestral
program at the Cosmos concerts todaj.

Casino Vaudeville.
The second week's bill under the new

policy of the Casino Theater of present-
ing a headline attraction furnishing en-
tertainment for about an hour will be
headed by the "Southern Beauties." a com-
pany of musical comedy and burlesque
artists In a farce-music- entitled "The
Widow Green." The melodious laugh-mak- er

has had a successful run in pop-
ular vaudeville this season at the higher-price- d

houses and comes well recom-
mended In the list of supporting at-
tractions will be found the Musical
Klelses, with their amusing boy band
leader, and John Zlmmer. a new jug-
gler In vaudovllle. The added attraction
throughout tho week, except Sunday
evening, will be the country etore each
night, while at each performance a se-
ries of photoplays and film features will
be shown.

The concerts today will present an
orchestral program, with new specialties
and other attractions.

Mnjeitlc "Anatrallan IJenntlcs."
Murphy and Harris' "Austrian Beau-

ties" wllb, be the attraction at the Ma-
jestic this week.

Two comedies, which will bo presented,
are entitled "Gay Life In Washington"
and 'The Hotel Cabaret," and they are
brimful of songs, surprises and vaude-
ville features. J. Theo. Murphy has the
principal comedy role, and supporting
him will be Eddie Harris. Conine Dc
Forest, Marie Delmar. Pearl Bums, Will-la- m

Smith, and Charles Crafts.
The above aggregation of players ap-

pear not only In roles written especially
for them, but also perform a number
ot specialties.

Thirty chorus girls appear with the
"Australian Beauties" who are said to bo
the most bewitching collection of damsels
in burlesque.

"The Miracle Man," George M. Cohan's
dramatization ot the Packard novel of
tho same name, comes to tho National
soon, with Ccorge Nash, William JL
Thompson, and Gall Kane In tbe prin-
cipal roles.


